Saturday, December 5, 2026 — 5:45 p.m.

When is the Palm Springs Festival of Lights Parade? What time does it start?

The Festival of Lights Parade takes place each year on the first Saturday in December. This
year, the parade date is Saturday, December 5, 2026. The parade begins promptly at 5:45 p.m.

Where does the parade take place?

Where does it start, where does it end? The parade takes place on Palm Canyon Drive in
downtown Palm Springs. It begins at Ramon Road and Palm Canyon Drive and heads
northbound on Palm Canyon Drive to Tachevah Road where it ends.

How long is the parade route?

The parade route is approximately 1.5 miles long. It takes approximately 30-40 minutes for
each entry to complete the route. The first unit steps off at 5:45 p.m. and the last unit will cross
the finish line at approximately 8:00 p.m.

Where is the staging area for the parade?

The staging area for the parade is located on Palm Canyon Drive between Sunny Dunes Road
and Ramon Road. Additionally, Ramon Road from Indian Canyon Drive to Belardo Road is
used for staging. Ramon Road from Indian Canyon to Calle Encilia will also be used for staging
the bands. Indian Canyon Drive will remain open to traffic.

What time will the roads close for the parade?

The staging area on Palm Canyon Drive from Ramon Road to Sunny Dunes Road, and Ramon
Road from Palm Canyon to Belardo will close at 1:00 p.m. and will remain closed until the last
unit has left the staging area at approximately 7:00 p.m. Palm Canyon Drive from Vista Chino
to Ramon Road and Ramon Road from Indian Canyon to Calle Encilia will close beginning at
3:00 p.m. and will remain closed until approximately 8:30 p.m.

Where is the main Reviewing Stand for dignitaries and sponsors located?
The Review Stand will be located at the intersection of Amado Rd. and Palm Canyon Drive.
The Review Stand is for our local dignitaries and our generous parade sponsors.

Where is the best place to park?

The best place to park is the area streets surrounding the parade route and the surrounding
parking lots. As we have many spectators at the parade, it is best to come early to get available
parking and to secure viewing space along the parade route. Underground parking is available
off Tahquitz Canyon Drive or the Museum parking garage off Museum Drive.

How long will the parade last?
The parade will last between 90 minutes and 2 hours from start to finish.

What time will the streets re-open?

Palm Canyon Drive will re-open to vehicular traffic following the parade, once all units have
safely cleared the area and pedestrians have dispersed. We anticipate opening Palm Canyon
Drive by 8:45 p.m.

What happens in the case of inclement weather?
The Palm Springs Festival of Lights Parade takes place rain or shine. In the event of high



What happens in the case of inclement weather?

The Palm Springs Festival of Lights Parade takes place rain or shine. In the event of high
winds, the large balloons may be restricted from participating, but we are looking forward to a
great evening for a parade!

Where is the best place to watch the parade?

Is there bleacher seating available? The best place to watch the parade is along Palm Canyon
Drive from Ramon Road to Tachevah Road. There is limited bleacher seating available to the
general public along the parade route.

Are any chairs provided for along the parade route?
Chairs are not provided anywhere along the parade route. Please feel free to bring lawn chairs
from home to sit in, or sit along the curb on Palm Canyon Drive.

How should we dress for the parade?
The weather can be quite cool the night of the parade, so we suggest that you dress very
warmly. You may want to bring along a blanket or mat to sit on to help keep you warm.

Is there a designated disabled viewing area?

Will disabled parking be available? The City of Palm Springs has designated one location for
persons with disabilities to view the parade. The seating area is available on a first-come, first
served basis in the designated location at the intersection of Amado and Palm Canyon on the
east side of the street. Space is limited. An accompanying guest must bring his or her own
chair or blanket to sit on. Chairs will not be provided. ADA Accessible parking will be located on
Amado Road between Indian Canyon and Palm Canyon Drives.

Will there be a sign language interpreter available?
Yes, a sign language interpreter will be available at the Review Stand located at the
intersection of Palm Canyon Drive and Amado Rd.

Should | bring anything? May | bring a cooler?
Please feel free to bring blankets and/or lawn chairs to sit on. You may bring your own food and
beverage, but please note: No Alcohol is permitted.

What time should we plan on getting there?

As this parade draws very large crowds, you may wish to secure seating early along the parade
route. We recommend you arrive at least an hour prior to the parade to get a good location to
view the parade.
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